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To his Honoured Friends, the 


Stewards of the late Feaſt 


O F 
The Sons of the CLERGT, Pix. 


Sir Salathiel Lovel, Recorder of Loydon, 


Thomas Paske, Eq ; Mr. Robert French, 

Mr. Thomas South, Mr. Francis Sedgwick, 
Mr. John Reeve, Mr. Robert Sedgwick, 

Mr, Samuel Knowles, Mr. Thomas Granger, 

Mr. Jobs Threſher, Capt. Theoph. Blechyndey, 
Capt. Jobn Willimott, Alexander Duncomb, Elq ; 
Capt. Abraham Robarts, | | Mr. John Dillingham, 


Centlemen, 


Ho'Iwasnotdifficultly perſwaded 
to comply with your Requeſt, 
that I would be your Preacher, 

$little Time, as I zruly forefaw I ſhould 
bt Maſter of, to prepare a Diſcourſe 


proper for the Occaſion ; yet I could 
A 2 not 


WTO td "I 


The Epiſtle Dedicatury, 


not conſent to your deſire of havino 
this, which you heard, Printed ( as re 
ally not thinking it worthy to be made 
more publick ) till you were pleaſed 
to back it with ſuch Importunities, as 
I could not withſtand, without the jm- 

utation of Incivility. I therefore here 

reſent you | _ k , moft earneſtly 
wiſhing, and hum raying, it ma 
do that Service, which = cal for 


the promoting of Love and Good 
Works induced you to think it fitted 


for, and remain, 


GENTLEMEN, 


T:pur Aﬀethunate Brother, aul 
tlunble Servant, 


WP 


— — ”X . Em” i A 4 he 


JOHN r3;. 34. 


4 New Commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another ; as I bave 
Irved you, that ye alſo love one another. 


Amity among our ſelves, and to exerciſe 

Chriſtian Charity, I think theſe Words 

are no improper Subject to be diſcourſed on upon this 
Occaſion. | 

A New Commandment 7 give unto you, That ye love 


HE Deſign of this Mecting of the Sons of 
the Clergy being to promote Love and 


ove avother. A-New Commandment ! Was Love to each 
other no Duty before the coming of our Bleſſed Sa- 
yiour? Was it never injoyned under the Old Law? 
Out Lord himſelf aſſures us of the contrary, Mark 
12,31, As in the foregoing Verſe, he faith, that the 
Love of God comprthends the whole jr/ Table, fo in 
this, that the Love of our Neighbour is the Sum and 
Subſtance of the Second: The Second is like, namely 
this, Thou (halt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. And 
we find the Duty of loving our Neighbour, often re- 
prated and inculcated in the Old Teſtament. 


The New Commandment therefore was not, that 
B we 


+ 


- <A 


—_— ——_—_—— en puree =- *_- - ” V —— —_ ES. ov - A > = . 
5 . = - 5 G0 TRE - I - = 06 _ _ 2 54 > ” 
4 yu _— _ - —_— = PRSSPERN . _ p———_— ay _ 
4 . 6 . o _ - 
, . "w *% m = ® *,* = ry _ w_ * 


o 
v__ = 5 


4 
- 


A SER MON Preaatbed 


NT — —  — —  — — — —— 


we ſhould merely Love one another, Unt thi: yy 
{ſhould Love one another, as Chriſt hath 

New Commandment I give unto you, That 

another; as 1 have loved jou, that ye 0 ' 
another. We have in the Words, 


, F 7 —_— FIT” 12 20 el anal 
Firſt, A Duty enjoyned, viz. Loving oe author, 
Secondly, The Pattern we are to follow in {o doing 


As I have loved you. And in the handling of them ! 
!hall obſerve this Mcthod, 


Z. T ſhall ſhew, What it 15 to Love one £n9the;, 


TI. The Neceſlity of ſo doing, 


TIT. How far this Phraſe One Anzther 1s to 
extend. 


TV. What Qualifications our Love to cach 
other ought to have. 


FV. 1n what Inſtances it ought to be exprelſy. 


Firſt, What it is to Love one another. The Word 
Love ſignifies either Complacency, or Benevolence anc 
Good Will, And it is our Duty to Love one anotier, 
according to both theſe Acceptations of the Word, 
though not every individual Perſon, according to both 
Some we are obliged to Love Complacentially, to tac 
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plight and Pleaſure in them; but thier are others, , 
whom we are not bound fo to Love; nay whom Ve 
re bound zot 10 to LOVE. 
$9? we can not {o Love though we would; and 
"ore are others whom we way not ſo Love, though 
wo could, For inſtance, Churliſh Nabals, People of 
Sur, Maroſe, or Ciptious Tempers, to whom ſcarce a 
ree Word can be ſpoken, without danger of Offence: 
Ve carrot Love theſe with a Love of Delight, though 
we would never ſo fain, To whom may be added 
Narrow-ſouPd People, who have no Concern for any 
Fut their own dear Selves; and much more ſuch as 
make no Conſcience of injuring others to ſerve theme 
{:lves As Good natur'd People can take no fatisfa- 
Qion in ſuch as theſe, ſo can hardly any of theſe, be 
pleaſed with the Society of one another: Eſpecially, 
Prod, or Envious, or Charliſh, or Teſty and Walpiſh 
People, are no Company for one another ; and much 
l:ls for thoſe, who are of contrary Qualitics; Similt- 
tude being the Foundation of all Love of Complacen- 
ty. Tho where there is Similitudethere may be no ſuch 
Love, viz, when it lyeth in unlovely and troubleſome 
Qulities; yet whereſoever there is ſuch a Love, there 
muſt be more or leſs Similitude: And according to 
tie degree of Similitude, will be the degree of Com- 
Pacential Love. 
Again, if ſucly a Perſon be ſenfible, that ſuch a one 
B 2 Hates 
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, Hates him, and watcheth all Occaſions to do hin 
Miſchief, he cannot have this kind of Love for biz 
Now when I ſay that ſome we can take no Cor, 
placency- in, I ſuppole that therefore we are not 6. 
liged to. it, Nemo texetur ad impoſſibile. Nor is it 
greeable to the Divine Goodneſs, to impoſe unnaty 
ral things on Men, 

There are again Others, vhom we may not Laie 
with this Love of Delight, though we cca/ld : Name: 
ily, Prophane or Debauched People; thoſe, who ths 
they may have the Form. of Godlineſs, deny in their 
PraQtice the Power thereof. The Apoſtle admoniſheth 
his Son 7imothy, to withdraw. himſeif trom fuch 

Wn 747 theſe.. To be pleaſed with the Converſations of ſuch 
| | People, is to expreſs a liking of their Ways ; at cal 

2 it argues a very Luke-warm Temper , and a great 
Unconcernednels for the Honour of God, and the ln: 
tereſt of Religion, 

But no Man can be of fo Unlovely a Temper, or 
ſo wicked a Wretch, as that it ſhould not be our Du: 
ty to love him, in the Secoud Senſe of the Word , wiz. 
to wiſh we to him, and endeavour, as we have Op- 
& | portunity, his Welfare and Happineſs. Which (up- 
' IJ - poſeth, I need not ſay, a Change of his Nature, witlr 
| F out which he cannot be capable of Happineſs. And 
| therefore this Change of his Nature is in the ful 
| 


Ss 4% place to be deſired and endeavoured, 
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Secondly, As to the Neceſſity of Loving each other ; 
th:re is no Duty more plainly enjoyned, or more Vi 
corouſly urged in the Holy Scriptures: Eſpecially by 
2uc Bleſſed Saviour and his Holy Apoſtles, And there> 
fore thoſe who are better acquainted with the C'trt- 
tian Religion, than with the Spirits and Behaviour 
of thoſe who profeſs it, may think it necalcls to ſpend 
any time, upon 2his Argument, But becaute the Re- 
ligion of too roo many who are called Chriltians, and 
that Religion which our Saviour brougit into the 
World, are very unlike, it will nor be amils to give 
2 jhort Account What 7/45 15, 11 reference to tie Point 
before us. 

As our Bleſſed Lord calls it His New Commandment, 
That we Love one another as He hath Loved «s ; fo in 
the Words following, he makes this rhe diſtinguiſhing 
Charafter of his Diſciples. By this, faith he, fhal? 
all men know that you are my Diſciples, if ye have Love 
me to another, And (o deſirous was he that they ſhould 
not be defeQtive in Love, that above all ts excellent 
Petitions he puts up for them Joh 17. this of Love 
5 the. only Grace, he particularly prays for 1n their 
behalf, viz. ver. 21. That they all-may be one as thou 
Father -art in me and I in thee ; that they may be u- 
Nited in Love, have one Heart, and one Soul. And 
the Reaſon for which he thus prayeth, doth mightily 
Commend this Grace, viz. That the World may believe 
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IN Preachel *F 
that thn bait ſex” me. Whi ich i 15 a5 much as to Pl 
that Chr:Nrin, c>-4 wh n the Grace of Love, x; 
be a greac Cuuvie.on to the World, of the Exec!ls. 
cy, and ti:crefore of inc 1 ruth, of the Chriſtian B 
ligion. And again Verlſz tle Ia t, [ have &:larcd ar 
he, to them thy Ne, and will declare it, that th 
Leve wherewith thou 11/4 Lv: 
And his Beloved Diſciple S. Join thouglir, Iz coul, 
1ever enough extol this Grace. He make Love th; 
very Eſſence of the Deity, x Ep. 4. 16. God is Logs, 
and adds, that he who dwelleth .: Low, dwelleth ;; 
God and God in him. And v. 7. he ith, that Ls; 
is of God, and every one that Loveth 1; sþ ra of Gd, 
and knoweth God, Knoweth him practic:iiiy and &- 
perimentaliv. And Ch. 3.14. We any" iti hey that, 
we have. paſſed from Death to Life, becar/c © 
Brethren: We know ti:at we arc Reg:nerate Chr: 
ſtians by our Love and Charity, Ze that loveth it 
his Brother abideth iz Death. He is certainly an Us 
erencrate "— a wicked Creature, And wer. 1 
Vi wſoecer hate v bys. Brother ts a Maurtherer, ail Y 
| that uno Murther hath Eternal Life abiding in hi: 
Nor is S. Par! wanting .in Recommend! 
preiſing this Duty, Owe, faith he, mo may ai 
ft to love one anetoer; for be that loveth another, ti!" 
2d the Law. Or ihis 15 the Chritlian PerfeRion 0! t::; 
E:zw, as it rates to our Neighbour. And in vt 
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e heweth, that the whole ſecond Table is 
rcin implyed. And in ſhort, this Gr A ow 
rreth Charity before all other Endowrm 
comlihments: Before the /peatiyy witl he 2 res 
Men or Anzets, be! & | -# 
Panding all Mifrerics, 
'} Faith too, even the 7 
the greateſt Zeal, nay ſuci a \ mol 
nive their Bodies to b2 burit , 1 Cer. 


that they are none of them wort! any thn 
ay Much more 2) Ito { 
mighty Figure, ti:s Duty « 

the Religion G7 Ou! 

Thiraiy, TI cometo icy iow far this duty of lovinr 
me another 15 to extend ; or whar we arc to undcr 
iand by ore azother 1n tizz Text, In a word, it tales 
'n all Men whatſoever : Not cnly our Fricnds and Ac- 
Juaintance: Not only ou own arty, and thoſe that 
lay as we fay, and think as we think: Not only thoſe 
that oblige us and do us good turns ; but all the World, 
all that partake of the ſame common Nature w:th our 
elves, be they who or what they will, 

I. Th.s 1s apparent from the Text, A new Com+ 
mandment I give unto you, That you love one another, as 
Thave loved you. Now the Love of Chriſt was 2#- 
limited, He dyed for all mankind, S. John faith, that 
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He is the Propitiation for the Sins of the wl whole I w 
S. Paul calls him, 7he Saviour of all Men: That is 


lo their Saviouras to exclude none from Salvation, 


who will comply with the Terms on which He offer 
eth it. He hath ſhur out none from having benefit, 
by what he did and ſuffered in the behalf of Sin- 
ners; nor ever wil/ he any, who ſhall not rejef th: 
Counſel of God againſt themſelves. And leſt we ſhould 
think that by the World, and the whole World, and 
all Men, we are only to underſtand ſome of all ſorts, 
this ſame Apoſtle aſlures us, that this Phraſe «! 
Men is to be taken in the ſame Latitude, in refer- 
rence to the Remedy brought by Chri/t, that 'tisto 
be taken in,in reference to the Miſchief done by 4dan, 
Therefore as by the offence of one, faith he, judgment 
came upon all men to Condemnation, even ſo by the Righ. 
teouſneſs of One, the free-gift came upon all men to Juſti- 
fication of Life; viz. the gift of the new Gracious Cc- 
venant. And the Author to the Febrews, chap. 2. 9, 
tells us, that Chriſt zaſted death for every man, Now 


- If our Saviour loved a/ men, loved al fo as to put 


them into a Reconcilable ſtate ; ſo that it mult be their 
own Perſonal fault, and long of their Wiltulneſs and 
Obſtinacy, if the worſt of Sinners be not aQually re 
cenciled to God ; then, fince he hath commanded us 
to love others as Ze hath loved them, our Love 1s 
to extend to a# without exception. And well migiit 
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our Lord call this a New Commandment, for no ſuch 
is to be ſound in the Law of Moſes, or in the Pre» 
bets. 

2. This farther appears from thoſe other words of 
our Saviour, Mark. 12. 31. Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh+ 
bour as thy ſelf. You may ſay, the word Neighbour 
feemsto be Limiting and Confinirg. But we mult 
underſtand this word, as our Lord himſelf hath Exe 
plained it, Luke 10. 29, Here is a Queſtion put by a 
Lawyer to Him, Who is my Neighbour > Now ee 
His An{wer in the following words: A Certain mag 
went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho , and fe among 
thieves, who ſtripped him of his Rayment , and wound- 
ed bim, leaving him half dead ; and by chance there 
camea certain Prieſt that way, and when he ſawhim, he 
paſſed by on the other fide ; and likewiſe a Levite, when 
he was at the place, came, and looked on him, and paſſed 
by on the other fide : But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was, and when he ſaw him,he had 
Compaſſion on him, &&c., Now faith our Saviour, v. 36. 
Which of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was Neighbour to him 
that fell among thieves 2 And theLawyer anſwering, 
He that ſhewed mercy on him ; Our Lord replyed, Go 
thoxand do likewiſe. Which is as if he had faid, Thou 
haſt now anſwered thy ſelf; every Perſon that needs 
thy relief, tho* he be unto thee as Fews and Samaritans 
aretoone another ; tho* he be of a different Religion 

C from 
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from thee, nay tho' he be thine Enemy, as the Jew: 
and Samaritans were to each other, he is thy Neighs 
tour and therefore thou art obliged to love hin a 
thy ſelf; to do to him, when in an aifli4t=q Nate, a; 
thox wouldſt be done unto -in the like Condition, 
Again *tis Evident, 

3- That we are not to confine our Love and Chz. 
rity to ſome particular Perſons, in that 'we are tar. 
ther required by our Saviour, to imitate our Heaver. 
ly Fathers Love and Charity. Be Perfect, faiti1 be, 
as your Heavenly Father is perfeit, Mat. 5.48. That 
is, as appears from what goes before, let rhe excrci/e 
of your Charity extend as far as God's extendeth, 
For, asit follows v.45. He maketh His Sin to riſe 
on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on the 
Fuſt and on the Unjuſt : And, as the Pſalmiſt declaicth, 
His mercys are over all his works: The Lord is good 
to all, and His tender mercys are over all His works, 
Bur, 

4. Expreſs Texts enjoyn this. If any are to be 
excluded from our Love, they muſt be our-Encmies; 
but what ſaith our Lord of theſe, Maz. 5.44? But / 
fay unto you Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe 
you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and per- 
ſecute you , that yeu may be the Children of your Fi- 
ther which is ix Heaven. And v. 46. If you love them 


which love you, what Reward have you ? Do not even in 
Pu 
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Pablicans the ſame > And if you Salute, demi: em- 
brace, your Bretheren only, what do you more than others ? 
Or, what Excellent thing do you 2 Do xot even the 
Publicans the ſame? And Gal. 6. 10. The Apoſtle 
faith, Let us do good wnto all men; and the next 
words thew, that tho' we ought to love a4 without 
exception, 2s that word ſignifies Bevevolence, yet we 
are not to ſhew neither this kind of love to all alike; 
For it follows, Eſpecially to them who are of the Houſe- 
bold of Faith, That which makes our Brother a 
Member of Chriſt's Church, doth give him a Title 
to our greater Afﬀection in both the foreſaid Senſes, 
And here let me mind you, that we ought to have 
a higher degree of love, for all that own Chriſt for 
their Lord and Saviour, than for Infidels, and ſuch 
8 are Enemies to his Religion; and thoſe thatown 
him moſt in their Pradice, we are obliged to have a 
greater love for, than for mere Profeſſors of Chriſtians 
ty ; or ſuch as whoſe lives are /e/s Conformable there» 
unto, 'Tis highly Reaſonable, that the moſt Lovely 
Perſons ſhould have mof# of our love, There is no- 
thing {© Amiable as true Goodneſs , and according 
tothe degree thereof in any Perſon; ſhould be the 
 fegree of our Love to him. God is to berhe.ObjcR of 
our Right Love, becauſe Z7e is Perfealy and Q- 
tyinally Good ; and according as Men are more or 
ls like to God, the greater or leſs Complacency 
C 2 __ ought 


IT" 
= 
> — 
Rp—— 
-— -——— > . of 


A SERMON Preached 


: 
FW" 


— ———_——— 


ought we to take in them; and more or lels 4r 
dently to Deſire: and Endeavour their Wellfare, Thz 
true Chriſtian-Love doth chiefly conſitt in loving 2 
Image from whom we are call'd Chriſtians; And 
where there is mo/# of that , whether the Perlons are 
in all things of our minds cr no, we do not Love 
as becomes Chriſtians, if there we do not moſt love, 

I ſpeak now of Chriſtian Love, as I faid , ſuch , 
love as is the effeAt of our own choice, directed and 
Governed by our Saviour's Laws. I ſpeak not of 2 
Natural Love, which is necefJary, and not the eff 
of Choice. This love do we what we can, will ordi: 
narily flow moſt freely towards our 7cke- Fellors, 
Children, Brethren, and Siſters, as being parts ofour 
ſelves. And ſo for thoſe that are Naturalized to u; 
by a long Acquaintance, we cannot in ?hat reſpe& 
but love them better, than ſuch as are lefs knownto 
us; and thoſe that have greatly obliged us, we nt 
turally love with a greater Paſſion , than thoſe to 
whom were #0? at al, or leſs beholden. 

But tho' Scripture, Nature, and Reaſon do enjoyn 
us to love one another with a different kind aos 
degree of love, yet it hath been fully made to appexr, 
that *tis our duty. to. extend. our love to al; towilh 
well to, and deſire and endeavour ( as we are abls 
and have opportunity ) the happineſs of every man 

Fourthly, T proceed to ſhew, what Qualifications our 

| love 
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love to each other ought to have, Our Text tell5 us, 
that we ought to love ove another as Chriſt hath loved 
gs; and the other Text in S. ark, that we arc © 
love our Neighbour as our ſelves. And that is, 

:, Moſt Heartily and Sincerely. My little Ch: 
dren, faith S. Fohn, Let us not love in word, neither 
in tongues but in Deed and in Truth. Let love be 
nithout diſſamulation , faith S. Paul. 1 necd not ſay 
that Chriſt's love to us was mott hearty, nor that 
our love to our ſelves is fo. Indeed, if our Love be 
not hearty, as we love not like Chriſtians, ſo we do 
not love at a/. Love is ſeated in the Heart only 
ſo that Profeſſions* of love, and love it ſelf are no 
more the ſame thing, than are Shadows and Sub- 
ſtances, Realities! and mere Appearances. 

2, We ought to love [ngennouſly as well as Heart 
ly. To love Men Ingenuouſly, is to delight in them, 
or wiſh well to them, for their ows ſakes, without 
relpe to our own Intereſt, So, you need not 
be told, our Saviour loved Mankind ; next to the 
Glory of God, and the Advancement of Righteoul- 
nels and Univerſal Goodneſs in the World, He was 
atted by a vehement deſire of Our happineſs. He 
did not Love Mey, as men love their Horſes, andtoo 
@nmonly their Servauts, only or moſtly for his own 
Advantage, 

Now, as I faid that-to Pretend to love, is not to 
love, 
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love, fo to love others merely with reſpe& to oy 


own good, is rather mere ſe{f-love, than a loye of 
them. And to love others principally for our wy 
fakes, is more tolove our ſelves than them, And that 
ſuch a love is far from deſerving to be called Chrifiy 
Love, will appear by what a Pazan faith of it, Tab) 
tells' us in his Lelzus, that Ipſe ſe quiſque deligit us 
ut aliquam a ſeipſo mercedem exigat Charitatis ſue, ſed 
quod perſe ſibi quiſque Charus eſt, &&c, Every man ln 
bimſelf, not that be may ovtain .a reward from himſelf 
for ſo doing, but becauſe he is, for his own ſake, dew 
to himſelf : And except ( as he proceeds) men ſo low 
one another, they cannot be true Friends, And thi 
( faith he farther) zs ſeen in the very Brutes, how mu 
more then ought it to be found among Men. But many In 
pudently defire that others ſhould be ſuch Friends to then, 
as they will be to none ; and expett that love from others, 
which they will not beſtow on others, That is, they & 
pect that others ſhould love them purely upon their 
own account, and not that their love to them, ſhould 
Ultimately Terminate in themſelves. And as the 
Example of our Savioxr, fo that of God the Father ob 
ligethus thus to love one another. For May cant be 
profitable to God, as he that is wiſe may be profitabl 
to himſelf. 1s it any Pleaſure, or Courteſy, to th 
Almighty, that thou art Righteous > &c. Job 12.1, 
And therefore he cannot deſire, that Sinvers ſhould tur 
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from their Wickedveſs and live, for any gain to himſelf. 
[therefore we would be the Children of God, we muſt 
love each other not only ſincerely, but generoufly and 
ingenuouſly. 

And indeed, if we conſider the Nature of Mankind, 
we ſhall find-that zhzs, as well as the Commands of 
God and our Saviour, doth oblige us to ſuch a love of 
all Men. And this, indced, is the reaſon why they 
have obliged us hereunto by their Commands. They 
Command it becaule it is fitteſt in it /e/f and beſt. And 
therefore are we required to love and wiſh well to all 
for their own ſakes, becaule every man is in himſelf 
conſidered, and as abſtracted from Vicious Habits,and 
from what is Preternatural, an Excellent, and there- 
forea Lovely Creature. Every man, as to his pure 
Naturals, bears God's Image; and conſequently 'tis 
moſt reaſonable to love every man, and defire his 
preateſt happineſs, for his own ſake. 

Nay, we ought to bear ſuch a fort of Good-will 
to God's whole Creation ; thus to love Brutes as well as 
Men, tho' in a far lower degree, and to deſire for them 
al that Happineſs their Natures are Capable of, with- 
ot as well as with reſpe&t to our own Advantage, and 
the ſervice they may dous. I ſay we ought to deſire 
the well - being of all Creatures -whatſoever, for 
their own fakes (1 mean ſo far as it is conſiſtent with 
the Well-being .of Men) becauſe all God's Works 
are 


A SERMON Preached 


” 
—_— ST — —_— 


are good, and whatſoever is ſo hath a Right to our 
Benevolence as ſuch, A mercifull man, faith K, Selg 
mon, 1s merciful to his Beaſt : And not only is hg 
lo, becauſe by his ill uſage of his Beaſt , he will 
diſablc him from being ſerviceable ( for thi; 
would not ſpeak one a Merciful Man, but a 
Man that conſiders his own intereſt ) but becauſe 
the poor Creature has a Right to good Uſage, 
And if ſuch a Love as this be due to Beaſts, much 
more 1s it ſo to Man-kind, 

By the way, what an ill-natured Principle is that 
of the Malmsbury Philoſopher, wiz. That our Need 
of each other, is the only Cauſe of our entring into 
Societys, and the Ground of all Friendſhip. He might 
jucge ſo by himſelf, but every one whoſe Nature 
is not miſerably depraved, knows by but refleQing 
on himſelf, that this is wretched Doctrine. 

3- We are obliged to have ſuch a degree of Love 
for one another, as will make us moſt Prompt and 
Ready to the Performance of all Offices of Merc 
and Kindneſs, as ſhall be ſhewn preſently: And io 
to love the Souls of our Brethren, as to be willing 
even to lay down our Lives for the procuring dt 
their Eternal Happineſs, if it be meceſſary. Here- 
by, faith S. John, Perceive we the Love of God, bt- 
cauſe He laid down his Life for us, and we ought to 


lay down our lives for the Brethren. _ And thus 
low 
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true one another as Chriſt hath loved as, is not only 
o love our Neighbour as our ſelves, but even better 
than our Selves, that is, than exe part of our ſelves, 
our viler part. And as ſevere as this may ſcem, 
nothing is more highly Reaſonable, than that we 
ſhould prefer our Brethrens Soxu/s before our own 
Bodies ;, than that we ſhould be more folicitous for 
their Eternal, than for our own Temporal lite. This 
appears ſo Reaſonable at firſt ſight, that ſuch a 
Man as Tully, had it come into his Mind , would 
certainly have aſſerted it to be our duty, This Love 
| might .ſhew, S. Paul profeſſed to have for his Un- 
believing Country-Men, and he gave the greateſt 
Demonſtrations of the ſincerity of that his Profeſſion ; 
and ſo did the-2#ther Apoſtles too of the /ike Love. 
And the ſame ought we a/ to aſpire after. 

Fifthly, 1 come, in the laſt place, to ſhew in what 
Itances our Love to one another ought to be ex- 
preſſed. Many I might lay before you, but I can- 
not init on above two or three, 

1. It ought to be Expreſt by Sympathizing with 
each other in Aflitions, and Rejoicing in cach others 
Proſperity. Rejoice, faith the Apoſtle, with them that 
Rejoice, and Weep with them that Weep. And look 
nt every man on his own thinzs, but every man alſo 
&* the thiugs of others. Not that he would have 
vs be Buſy-bodies in other folks matters; this we 
D are 
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are elſewhere Cautioned againſt by the /ame Apollle, 
But he would have us enquire after, and be afea. 
ed with, the State of others; if it be good not to 


Envy them, but to be Glad for their ſakes; and if 


bad to Compaſſionate them. This was the Temper 
of our Bleſſed Lord, when on Earth. We again and 
againread, that upon the ſight of People in Calamity 
$7m\aſyvien tr duris, His Bowels yerned towards them 
And this we muſt have a {pecial care to be ike Him 
in, as we profeſs to be His Followers. Love as Bre- 
thren ( faith S. Peter ) be pitiful, But then, 

2. To our Aﬀetting Senſe of the Condition of 0: 
rhers, we muſt add our Reliet-of all ObjeQs of Pity, 
according to our Ability. And our Nature is inducd 
with ſuch a Paſſion as this of Pzty, tor: this 
reaſon only, that we may be the more ſtrongly 
thercby excited to Relzeve our Afﬀiicted Brethren; 
{0 that 'ris for this end that we ought to cherih this 
Aﬀetion, And to be afteted with the ſuffering 
of others, without adminiftring What help we car, 
is fo poor and low an expreſſion of love, as to be ot 
no Account at al/ with God. If a Brother or Siſter 
( faith S. James ) be Naked and deſtitute of daily Ford 
aud ons of you ſay unto them, Depart in Peace, be ye 
warmed or filled ; notwithſtanding ye give them not thije 
things which are needful for the Body; what aath it 


profit > That is, if you be fo little Aﬀected with tit 
Conditio! 
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Condition of your poor Indigent Brethren and Siſters, 
x5 cnly to beſtow good Wiſhes on them, it will net- 
ther profit them nor your ſelves. 

| will preſent you with two or three Texts, which 
f we will Conſider, 'we cannot think our ſelves 
fncere Chriſtians, while we live in the negle& of 
this duty -of Charity. The #-/# ſhall be that of S. 
Joln, Whoſo hath this Worlds Goods, and ſeeth his Bro- 
ther hath need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels of Compaſſion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him > 1 John 
3.17. He hath no more love for God, than he hath 
fer his Brother. The ſecond ſhall be that of S. Fames, 
Pure Religion aud undefiled before God and the Father 
is this, to wifit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 
Aﬀiiion; and to keep ones ſelf unſpotted from the 
World, Fames, 1. 27. The third ſhall be that of 
the Prophet Micah, He hath ſhewed thee O man, what 
is Good ; and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juitly, to love Mercy, and to walk Flumbly 
with thy God 2 Mich. 6.8. And fo great a number of 
Texts of the like nature, may be produced, as you 
muſt needs be fatisfied are more than enough, to 
overthrow all the Hopes of a Covetous Hard hearted 
Profeſſour of Chriſtianity, let him have built his 
lopes upon never ſo many -other Evidences. 


3- Another Expreſſion of Love to. each other, 
D 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be wholeſome Advice and Counſel. 4; Or 
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ment and Perfume ( ſays the Wiſe Man) rejtic 
the heart, ſo does the ſweetneſs of a mans Friend by 
htarty Counſel, And if in our Temporal Concerns, 
the good Advice of a Friend is to be valued, How 
highly valuable is it in our Spzrztual! And therefore, 
How much more ſhould our Love prompt us to give 
it in ſach Concerns! Exhort one another daily , (ays 
the Apoſtle, While it is called to day, leſt any of you 
be hardued through the deceitfulneſs of fin. And letu 
conſider one another, to provoke unto love and to gud 
works, CanlI be a Friend to any man, and not be foto 
his better Part, his. Sou/2 And can I be Friend to 
his Soul, and decline giving him that Advice which 
I am ſenſible he ceds, either for the Taking hin 
off from ſome ſinful Courſe, or prevention of hi; 
falling mto ſome Sin, or of his Continuance in tl; 
neglect of ſome neceſlary duty > And to encourage us 
to this great Inſtance of Friendſhip, let us conſider 
thoſe words with which S. Fames concludcth his 
Epiſtle, Brethren, if any of you do Err from the truth, 
and one Convert him; let him know that he mho Cin- 
wverteth a ſinner from the Erroar of his way, ſhall ſav: 
Soul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of Sins, 
Or, this will be a prevailing Motive with Ces to 
pardon his, cuz many fins. 


But yet, as Noble and neceſſary an inſtance c 
Charit; 
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Charity as this is, and as great a Reward as is Pro- 
miſed to it, there is no duty more neglected in this 
Luke-warm, nay moſt Prophane Age; in which ſuc 
an Expreffion of Friend{hip, too gencrally paſſeth 
for a Piece of Fanaticiſm, But Honclt /deathens 
have had a much more honourable Opinion ot it. 
And I will conclude this Argument with 2/4s ſaying 
of Cicero : Conſilia, Sermones, Cohortationes, Comſolati» 
ones, interdum etiam Objurgationes, in Amicis V1gent 
maxime. Good Counſel, wholeſome Admonitions, Ins 
ſtruitions and Conſolations, and ſevere Reproofs too, 
when there is Occaſion for them, do moſt take place 
is Friendſhip. 

[ might proceed to other Inſtances of Love, to 
which we are neceſſarily obliged; As a Readineſs 
to forgive offences : A Forwardneſs to make up diffes 
rences. Putting the moſt Candid interpretations we 
realonably can, upon each others Adtions : Concealing 
each others Faults, except when it js neceſſary to make 
them Publick; And Condeſcention to each others infir- 
mities, But I may not do more than Mention #he/e, 
le 1 treſpaſs too much upon your Patience, 
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The Application, 


Ow what remaineth, but that we put in pre. 

ice with all our might, this Great, this New 
Commandment of /oving one another, as Chriſt hath 
laved us. And we of this Society, who are many of us 
| Clergy-men, and all Sous of the Clergy, are in the: 
19 reſpe&s under a ſpecial Obligation, of Excelling i 
| this, with all other Chriſtian Virtues. 

Thoſe of us who are Clergy-men are ſiriftly bount, 
as S. Paul tells us, in the Perſon of Timothy, to be 
Examples to the Flock; and fo to demean ourlelvc;, 
in all reſpects, as to be able to ſay as that Apoſlic 
did, Walk as ye have us for an Example. As itis 
our great Buſineſs to Teach others their duty, and 
to preſs them thereto by the moſt pcrſuaſive Ar 
guments, fo muſt we make great Conſcience of it 
8 | our ſelves, as we wou!d net /ofe our labour ; nay aswe 
Fs would not do more hurt than good, And thoſe ought 
F' to Expe&, at Jeaft to have their labour loſt upon 

jþ their People, whoſe Examples do not back and inforce 
4 their Do@rine. If we are not ſuch our ſelves, 5 
we tell them, as they hope to be ſaved, hey muſt 
be, cach of them will be ready to make this ſhame 
full Reflexion, upon our Sermons and good Admont 
tions, Cur verba audio, cum faita non wvideam ? 


And 
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And particularly, as to this duty of loving one 4- 
wther, it will be in vain to uſe Arguments with 
our Flocks to ſtir them up hereunto, while they 
perceive US wanting in any of the Neceflary inſtances 
and Expreſſions of Love : I mean ſuch as are within 
our own power. 

And I fay this,becauſe a Multitude of our Clergy are, 
God knows, in very ſorry Circumſtances to be Ex- 
emplary, in that great Expreflion of Love, Alms-giv- 
ing, I much doubr, that the far greater Part have 
not wherewith to be fo. Nay *twould pity any 
oood Man to ſee, how many of them are reduced 
to ſuch Streights ( eſpecially of late years ) as to 
want a Competent Subſiſtence for themſelves and 
Families. And is very fad to Obſerve what Con- 
tempt is by this means brought upon their Holy, 
their Honourable Fundtion. MNeceſitas cogzt ad turpia. 

And this puts mein mindto wiſh, that the Condi- 
tion of the Clergy were better Conſidercd, in the 
Taxes and other 1impoſitions, than it lately hath 
been. 

What I have now ſuggeſted, I am too well Con- 
firmed in the belief of, by the fad Informations [ 
have received , and Obſervations I have made, up 
and down in my own Dioceſe: Which yet, I think, 
5 not the pooreſt in the Nation. 

in the next place, I would mind you, my Bre. 
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thren, not only that the Clergy, as ſuch, are moſt con. 
cerned of all Perſons, to be Exemplary in the Vir- 
tue of the Text, and all other, but the Sons too of the 
Clergy are inan Eſpecial manner obliged here to,upon 
the account of their coming out of the Loyns of 
ſuch Parents, and their having generally had 1o Re. 
lIigious Educations, as they are to be ſuppoſed to have 

Next to the Faults of the Clergy, thoſe of their 
Children are exceeding Scandalous; Nothing being 
more common , than for Prophane People, and ſuch 
as catch at all Opportunities, to caſt Dirt upon 
our Excellent Religion and Church, to charge the 
Sins of. ſuch upon their Parents /oofe Ecucation of 
them. Nor is any thing more Ordinary, than for 
People to Encourage themſelves to do Evil, by the 
bad Examples of the Children of their Teachers, as 
well as of their Teachers themſelves. Theſe tav 
things, it is likely, the Apoſtle had a Special r& 
oard to, in making it a neceſſary Qualification of 
an Elder, to have faithful! Children, not accuſed if 
Riot, or unruly, as well as to be blameleſs himſelf, and 
the Zasband of one Wife ; Titus 1. 6. 

But in reference to this duty of Love, I will repeat 
What I now ſaid, viz. What remains, but that we 
Endeavour to praQiife it with all our might. That 
All bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, ana clamour, and 


evil ſpeaking, be put away from us, with all malice 
And 
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And that we be kind one to another, render-hearted, 
fargiving one another ; Even as God for Coriſt J ſake 
hath forgiven us : According to the earnelt Ad vice of 
the Apoſtle, Eph. 4- 31, 32 That we be kindly at- 
fied one to another , notwithſtanding any diiteren> 
ces of Opinion, with Brotherly love in Honour pre- 
ferring one another ; As the ſame Apoſtle Exhorts, 
Pom, 12, 10» Oh how many preſling and powerful 
Motives to this duty of Love, Zniverſal Love, Cathos 
lick Charity, doth the New Teitament, and Natural 


Reaſon too, preſent us with ! 


But T will #ow onely Obſerve to you, that 
what Nerves and Sinues, are to our Natural Bo- 
dies, that is Love in all Bodies Politick, 'Tis 
Ine, above all things, which Cements and 
holds together Societies and Communitics. And 
therefore another ſhort and ſad Digreſſion is here too 
Kalonable, viz. Tis a Wonderfull thing, that this 
Church and Kingdom ſhould not long ſince have 
been utterly Broken to pieces, as they hath 4oth been 
miſerably ſhattered, by means of our moſt Yuchri- 
Gian, and indecd Zuhumane Breaches ; by means of 
dur having ſo baniſked Love : Not onely Chriſtian, 
but Natural Love. in a very great meaſure : Not one= 
ly Univerſal Love, but Love to one another, taking 
hat Phraſe in the moſt reſtrained Senſe. We ſhould 
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before now have been Wofull Examples of the Truth 
of that obſervation of our Bleſſed Saviour, A Cityw 
Kingdom, divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand, but is 
brought to Deſolation, had it not been prevented by 
a Series, a long Train of ſuch Providences, as haye 
ſcarcely been much ſhort of Miracles. 

Deſolation is the Natural Conſequent of great Di 
viſions, of Diviſions not greater than Ours have long 
been. If ye bite and devour each other, take heed ye 
be not Conſumed one of another, ſaid S. Paul to the 
divided Galatians, Ch. 5. 15. But eſpecially is it ſo, 
as Diviſions give a mighty Advantage to a Commun 
Enemy. And therefore nothing can hinder their pro. 
duceing this Effet, but a 9 4s wnxavris, ſignal inter- 
poſitions of the Divine Providence : Which I ſay, & you 
need not be told it, we have from time to time had 
Oh what a Hiſtory of ſ# Interpoſitions have thek 
five laſt years given us! And never had we a mar 
Eminent one, than this /aſ# Spring. But what: 
Dangerous Conition are thoſe People in, who.have 
little to Encourage their hopes with, but the Cv 
tinuance of Extraordinary Providences! And eſpecially 
when they have no other Reaſon ſtill to ExpeQthety Bi 
but becauſe they have had ſo wary of them, 

But, alaſs, we of a People have the /eaft cauſe i 
to depend upon them, becauſe no Yifle good Effet 
wpon us, hath beech produced by them ; We milo p 
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be Reformed in any One inſtance. And particularly, 
we will Kill Obſtinately perſevere in our Old Em- 
wity to one another, which daily Encreaſeth too in. 
lead of abating, Let God Almighty do what He wif, 
and a Formidable Enemy do what he can, to make us 
Friends. But I muſt not lengthen out any father ſo 
Melancholy a Digreſſion, ſince we are now met up- 
on ſo Pleaſant an Occaſion. 


And therefore add, that Zove is the main thing, 
that makes ſuch Meetings as theſe, and our Eating 
and Drinking together, a true Pleaſure. Better, ſaith 
King Solomon, is 4 Dinner of green Herbs, where love 
is, than a Stalled Ox, and Hatred therewith. 


And as Love makes Meetings of this nature, very 
pleaſant Diverſions, ſo the profeſſed Deſign of them 
being to Excreaſe Friendſhip, and to Expreſs Love by 
ſewing Mercy, it makes them highly Commenaable 
and Praiſe-wort hy, 


And of 4Z Works of Mercy there is no one more 
Wy Acceptable to our Heavenly Father and Bleſſed Savi- 
Our, as is Evident from what hath been faic!, than that 
of Comforting diftrefſed Widows, and making their 
Hearts to fing fer joy; and Taking” Care of poor Or- 
phavs, and Enabling them to live Comfortably and 
ukfully in the World, E > And 
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And the Relief of the poor Widows of Clergy ii 
and providing for their helpleſs Children, being the 


onely Deſign of our being Zrcorporated, let their - 


Names be had in Everlaſting Remembrance, who firt 
ſet on foot this Noble ProjeQ; and, next to ther; 
theirs, who have chiefly Contributed to the Fr. 
couragement of it : 


And the Latter of theſe Charities, viz. Thar 
which rclates to the poor Chitdren of deceaſed Nie 
niſters, being the Special Deſign of theſe Annual A(: 
ſemblies, may This at Icaſt Eqaalize each cf the fore 
*er ones, in this Excellent Work: ! 


Our Courts of Aſſiſtants, and Stewards of the/; , 
Feaſts, have ever been made too ſenſibl- {whin | by! 
now obſerv'd, of the miſerably fſtreighr C..cum. 
ſtances of Abundance of our Clergy, by tlie Vi! 
Number of their Widows and Children, - wioſe 
plorable Condition is, year after year, laid before 
them. And tho*' the Bounty which Woerthy peers 
have from time to time depoſited in our Treaſurers 
hands, be very Conſiderable, yet Tis gries 0us5 to lee 
how little falls to the Share of particu'ar Suppl» 
cants, by reaſon of their Exceſſive Number. 


Nor is the Parade, which makes ſuch a nolie 
thew 
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hew on theſe 'days, in our Streets, any Objection a+ 
oxinſt what T have ſadly obſerved to you; fince it 
would be very- ſtrange, if ſo many Thouſands of 
Miniſters as our Church conſiſts .of, ſhould not al- 
pays produce a very great Number , whoſe Natural 
parts, and Liberal - Educations, have Enabled them, 
10 improve the Advantages put into their hands by 
the Good providence of Gecd, tothe Arriving at ves 
ry plentifull Fortunes. And, upon a juſt Computa- : 
ton, I doubt not#but it will be found, Thar there 
ze Extremely Few of the Sons of the Clergy, 
whoſe large Circumſtances in the World are owing 
to their Patrimony, 19 Compariſon of thoſe who are 
oriched, by the Bleſſing of God , upon their: ows 
Induſtry. 


| hope I need not tell ſach, how much they are 
Obliged in Gratitude to theif Great Benefactor, 
for making ſuch a difference between them, and 
wſt of their Brethren, To be Liberal in their Con. 
tributions towards the Relief of the Nece/irous part of 
them. ' 


And this is the moſt Effeual Courſe you can 
pllbly take, to ſecure Gods Bleſſing to your Poſte- 
fity; and to prevent their Ever Coming into the 
Number of Petitioners for Charity. 


And, 
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And, which is a far greater Conſideration, being - 
Compaſſionate towards Widows and the Fatherls is 
fuch a ſort of Charity, as will make thoſe who ar; 
in love, with it, the Happy Objefts of Gods Special - 
Love. Be as a Father to the Fatherleſs, ſaith the $1y 
of Syrach, and inſtead of an Husband unto their Mp. 
ther ; ſo ſhalt 'thou be as the Son of the moſt High, 
and He fhall love thee more than thy Mother dith, 


2 


THE END. 


